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II I  S  T  O  R  L  (J  A  L  . 


The  Tlurd  Congregational  Chnrcli  in  Danvers,  was 
constituted  Deeeniber  otli,  1844,  at  tlie  liouse  of  Jirotlier 
John  A.  Learoyil,  and  consisted  oT  i'oi'ty-two  nienihers, 
tliirtcen  males,  and  twenty-nine  leniales,  most  of  whom 
were  by  their  request  dismissed  from  the  First  Chiireh 
ill  Danvers.  The  })ul)lic  exercises  were  held  in  (Iranite 
Hall,  and  Rev.  IJrown  Emerson,  D.  I).,  of  Halem, 
preached  the  sermon  on  tlie  occasion.  At  a  meeting  oT 
the  Brethren,  luld  Deceniher  4th,  1844,  Hrothei's  Fred- 
eric Howe  and  Sanuiel  P.  Fowler  were  chosen  Deacons, 
anil  on  July  15tli,  18G4,  Brother  John  S.  Learoyd  was 
added  to  the  number.  A})ril  30th,  4857,  the  name  of 
the  Church  was  changed  to  the  Alaj^e  Street  Church,  in 
conformity  to  a  vote  of  tlie  Society. 

The  first  Pastor,  Rev.  Richard  Tolman,  was  ordained 
Sci)teml)er  17th,  1845,  and  resigned  his  ofhce  Novenil^er 
8th,  1848.  The  second  Pastor,  Rev.  James  Fletcher, 
was  ordained  June  20th,  1849,  ami  resigned  his  pastoral 
office  May  21st,  1864.  The  third  Pastor,  Rev.  William 
Carruthers,  was  installed  April  18tli,  18(56,  and  resigned 
l)is  pastorate  March  2Sth,  186S.    TLie  fourtli  and  pres- 


ent  Pastor,  Rev.  James  Brand,  was  ordained  October 
6th,  1869.  The  twenty -fifth  anniversary  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Clun'ch  was  lield  on  the  evening  of  the  Stli 
of  December,  1869,  when  a  history  of  the  Chiircli  and 
Society  was  given  by  one  of  its  members.  At  tliat  time 
the  membership  of  the  Churcli  was  207,  and  from  tliat 
date  to  May  Ttli,  1871,  there  were  added  70,  making 
the  whole  number  at  present  277. 
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R  V  L  E  S  . 


I.  The  ofncei'sof  tlio  Cliurcli  sliall  1)C  the  Pastor  aiul 
Deacons.  Tlic  Deacons  shall  be  chosen  by  ])allot  wlien 
vacancies  occur. 

II.  An  annual  nieetinii"  of  tlie  Churcli  sliall  be  lield 
on  the  first  Friday  in  A[>ril  ;  at  which  time,  a  statement 
shall  be  made  in  Avritin.i>;,  by  tlie  Pastor  or  Deacons,  of 
the  number  of  [lersons  received  into  the  (Jlinridi  dui'inii; 
the  year,  by  letter  and  by  prolV'ssiou  ;  of  tlie  muni>er 
dismissed,  (Un-eascd,  or  disci|)lined  ;  of  the  number 
baptized  ;  of  the  whole  numljor  of  the  Church,  male 
and  female  ;  of  the  names  of  the  memljers  of  the  Clnii'ch 
wlio  may  luive  I'emoved  from  the  place  ;  of  tlie  condi- 
tiiin  of  the  Sabbath  School  ;  of  the  state  of  religion 
during  the  3'ear,  and  other  objects  of  general  religious 
interest,  all  of  which  statements  shall  lie  entered  upon 
the  records  of  the  Church. 

III.  The  expenses  of  tlie  Church  are  to  be  defrayed 
by  a  contri])ution  at  each  communion  season,  and,  of  all 
money  so  received,  the  Deacons  are  to  have  charge  and 
to  make  report  thereof  at  the  annual  meeting. 

IV.  The  Pastor,  with  the  Deacons  and  such  other 
members  of  the  Church  as  may  be  chosen,  shall  l;e  a 
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committee  to  examine  candidates  for  admission  to  the 
Church  ;  also  to  receive,  manage  and  present  to  the 
Church  all  cases  of  discipline. 

V.  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Churcli  shall 
have  given  to  tliem,  a  copy  of  tlie  Articles  and  Cove- 
nant ;  Ijc  examined  ujjon  the  same,  and  approved  by 
the  committee  or  the  Church  ;  be  propounded  two  weel<:s 
before  the  comnmnion ;  and  assent  in  i)ublic  to  the 
Articles  and  Covenant. 

Persons  received  by  letter  fi'om  other  churches,  shall, 
at  some  meeting  of  the  Church,  signify  their  assent  to 
the  Articles  and  Co\  cnant,  and  be  admitted  by  a  vote 
of  the  Church. 

VL  Members  of  this  Clun-ch  removing  to  other 
phices,  are  ex|)ected  to  take  certilicates  of  membership; 
and  if  they  remain  more  Wnm  a  year,  to  take  letters  of 
dismission  to  some  other  cluu'ch,  unless  satisfactory 
reasons  be  given  why  they  should  not.  And  memljers , 
of  other  churclies  Avorshiping  witli  ns  more  than  a 
year,  will  ))e  expected  to  remove  their  church  relation 
to  us,  unless  tliere  be  special  reasons  for  delay. 

VII.  All  meetings  of  tlie  Cluu-ch  for  business  shall 
l)e  opened  with  prayer. 

VIII.  Each  meml)er  is  expected  to  attend  all  the 
stated  lectures  and  meetino-s  of  the  Church. 


IX.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  shall  be 
administered  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  January,  March, 
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May,  July,  September  and  November.  The  preparatory 
lecture  will  be  delivered  on  tlie  Friday  evening  preceding. 

X.  Tlie  ]\Ionthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  Missions 
shall  be  observed  on  the  lirst  Sabbath  evenmg,  and  the 
Sabbath  School  Concert  on  tlie  second  Sabbatli  evening 
of  each  month. 

XL    The  Pastor,  when  present,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Church. 

XII.  The  Clerk  shall  record  all  doings  of  the 
Church,  and  keep  on  iile  all  the  papers  Ijelonging  to  the 
Cluirch. 

XIII.  The  Sisters  of  the  Churcli  are  expected  to 
attend  all  its  meetings,  whether  for  l)usiness  or  devotion. 

XIA^.    No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the  Rules,  the 
Confession  of  Faith,  nor  the  Covenant,  except  l)y  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  a  meeting  reg-  ^ 
ularly  called — such  alteration  having  been  submitted  in 
writing  at  a  previous  meeting. 

A  rule,  however,  may  be  temporarily  sus])ended  l)y  a 
majority  vote  of  tlie  members  present  at  any  regular 
meeting. 
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'Form.  OK  EECEPTION. 

Dear  Friends  : 

You  present  yourselves  in  tliis  pul^lie  manner  to 
confess  Clirist  before  men,  and  to  enter  into  covenant 
with  God  and  with  tliis  Chn.rcli.  As  the  ground  of  our 
hope  and  love,  we  ackn(jwledge  tlie  following  Articles 
of  Faith. 

CONFESSION    OF  FAITH.. 

I.  We  believe  in  one  only  living  and  true  God,  in- 
finite in  every  perfection,  who  suijsists  in  tlu-ee  Persons  : 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost;  tlie  Sovereign  Dis- 
poser of  all  creatures  and  events,  and  tlie  only  pro[)er 
object  of  religious  worsln']). 

II.  We  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Ohl  and  New 
Testaments  are  given  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  as  the  perfect  and  only  rule  of  religious  faith  and 
practice. 

IIL  We  believe  tliat  God  made  man  upriglit  and 
holy,  but  that  by  disobedience  he  fell  from  that  estate, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  tlie  fall,  he  involved  himself 
and  all  his  posterity  in  a  state  of  sin  and  spiritual 
death. 

IV.  We  believe  that  mankind  are  not  left  to  perish 
in  this  state,  but,  through  the  sufferings  and  death  of 


the  Son  of  God,  pardon  and  salvation  are  promised  to 
all  who  repent  and  believe  in  Christ. 

V.  We  believe  that  man,  being  by  natnre  destitute 
of  holiness,  would  never  of  himself  be  willing  to  accept 
the  gracious  offers  of  salvation,  and  therefore  except  a 
man  be  called,  and  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  lie  can 
not  be  saved. 

VI.  We  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  perfect 
consistency  with  man's  freedom,  regenerates  the  souls 
of  those  whom  God  has  given  to  his  Son,  sanctifies 
them  through  the  truth,  and  keeps  them  through  faith 
unto  salvation. 

VII.  We  believe  that  God  has  established  a  Church 
in  the  world,  with  which  it  is  the  duty  of  all  true 
believers  to  become  united  ;  that  tlie  sacraments  of  the 
Church  are  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  ;  that  tlie 
believers  in  regular  Church  fellowship  are  the  only 
proper  communicants  at  the  Lord's  Su[)per,  and  that  ^ 
visible  believers  and  their  children  are  the  only  proper 
subjects  of  Baptism. 

VIII.  We  believe  that  at  the  end  of  the  world 
there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead  and  a  final 
judgment,  when  the  wicked  will  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment,  and  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

•  Do  YOU  thus  believe  ?  ' 

[Candidates  for  Baptism  assenting  to  this  Creed,  will  then  be 
baptized.] 
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THE  (HJ  A^EJsTA  NT. 


You,  and  eacli  of  you,  dejKUKliiig"  upon  tlie  grace  of 
God  to  enable  you  to  keep  tliis  Covenant,  do  freely 
choose  the  Lord  Jehovah  to  be  your  God  ;  the  Son,  as 
Prophet,  Priest  and  Kin<i,",  to  be  your  Saviour  ;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  be  your  Sanctiher  and  Comforter. 

You  now  covenant  with  God  to  give  yourselves  to  him, 
with  all  you  have  and  are,  promising  by  the  help  of 
divine  grace,  to  renounce  the  vanities  of  tlie  world  ;  to 
resist  sin  and  temptation,  and  oliey  all  the  conunand- 
meiils  and  ordiiuinees  of  t!od  ;  to  attend  to  the  seals  of 
the  Covenant,  l)aptism  and  the  Lord's  Su})per  ;  to  attend 
and  maintain  the  worship  of  God  in  Ins  house,  in  your 
family  (so  far  as  depends  on  you),  and  in  your  closet; 
to  walk  with  this  Churcli  in  christian  fellowsliij)  ;  to 
watch  over  its  members,  and  submit  to  its  discipline,  as 
enjoined  in  the  Gospel  ;  to  seek  the  peace,  purity  and 
enlargement  of  this  and  all  our  sister  Churches  ;  and 
finally,  depending  on  God  alone  for  strength,  you 
promise  to  forget  the  things  that  are  behind,  and  press 
on  toward  perfection,  and  iiever  cease  watching,  praying 
and  striving,  till  you  come  to  the  holiness  of  Heaven. 

To  this  Covenant  do  you  seriously  consent  ? 

We,  then,  the  members  of  tliis  Church,  (liere  the 


memhers  of  the  Clnirch  rlse,^  do  affectionately  receive 
you  to  our  communion  and  fellowship,  and,  on  our  part, 
engage  to  Avatcli  over  your  sj)iritual  interests,  and  walk 
with  you  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  with  the 
spirit  of  meekness,  love  and  tenderness,  as  becometh 
saints. 

Now,  l)eloved,  you  have  vowed  unto  tlie  Lord  and 
cannot  go  hack.  These  vows  will  be  upon  you  wherever 
you  go.  They  will  follow  you  to  the  bar  of  God,  and  in 
whatever  world  you  are  hxed,  will  be  upon  you  to 
eternity. 

May  the  Lord  guide  and  preserve  you  till  death  ;  may 
the  Lord  make  his  face  to  shine  upoii  you  ;  and  at 
last  receive  you  and  us,  through  the  merits  of  Christ, 
to  the  e\'ej*l'i^tin'_!'  fellow.-liip  of  Uifj  sain  is  and  arj_iv-]^. 
in  the  presence  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Amen, 
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PftSTOHS  MO  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHORCH. 


Eev.  inCHAPvD  TOLMAK 
Ordamed  Sept.  17,  1845  Itesigned  Nov.  8,  181.S. 

:rev.  jajnies  fletchee. 

Ordained  June  20,  1819  JResigned  May  21,  ISCI 
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PvEV.  WILLIAM  CARRUTHEES. 
Installed  April  18,  18(50  Resigned  March  28,  18(38. 

Rev.  JAMES  BRAND. 

Ordained  Oct.  G,  1801!. 

Frederick  Hoave, 
Samuel  P.  Fowler, 
John  S.  Learoyd, 


DEACOKS.  * 
.      .      .      .      .    Elected  Dec.  4,  184;t, 
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'III 


S  i  i  s  S  §  i  8  li  11  S  i 


1.  Are  you  in  the  i)ractice  of  daily  secret  prayer? 

2.  Are  you  in  tlie  ])ractice  of  daily  family  prayer  ? 

3.  Do  you  daily,  witli  a  prayerful  desire  to  improve 
in  christian  knowledge,  read  llie  word  of  God  ? 

4.  Do  you  make  it  a  matter  of  conscience  to  attend 
air  the  meetings  for  social  worslii})  ap})ointed  by  the 
chiircli,  wlien  the  providence  of  God  allows  ? 

5.  Do  you  pray  every  day,  tliat  God  will  bless  liis 
truth  to  the  conversion  of  sinners  ? 

().  Do  you  do  conscientiously  what  you  can,  by  your 
pecuniary  ability,  to  promote  tlie  kingdom  of  Christ? 

7.  Are  you  as  tender  of  the  reputation  of  a  brother  as 
of  your  own  ? 

8.  Do  you  cultivate  a  spirit  of  tenderness  and  cliris- 
tian  charity  toward  tlie  failings  and  imperfections  of 
your  brethren  ? 

9.  Do  you  feel  it  to  be  your  solemn  duty  to  consecrate 
all  you  have  and  ai'c  to  the  Lord  ? 

10.  Will  you  daily  ask  God  to  help  you  keep  the  cov- 
enant you  have  made  with  liim  and  the  church  ? 
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